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Presenting our New Tag Line: “ God is Here for Everyone!”  
 

The Communications and Marketing committee hosted a lively tag line brainstorming session in late April with an 
enthusiastic group of wordsmiths and other interested parties. Well supplied with fresh and savoury snacks from 
Sarah and Frank, we were able to come up with several words and phrases that describe our people, our building, 
our emotions, our past and our future. We had about three “finalists,” and the group worked hard to craft something 
that would be all encompassing without singling out any particular issue of the day.  
 

Our new tag line describes how we welcome all here at Knox in downtown Calgary, and how God is here in the 
world for everyone. The tag line works in a very simple and straightforward way.  
 

Inn from the Cold  
A Note to Thank You 
During one of our May Inns, we received a heartfelt thank you card from our guests.  Among the comments:  To all 
you loving volunteers, thank God for you all; Thank you for everything; You people are marvelous; This is our 
favorite church.  We luv to be here.  Promise. 
 
These thank yous are meant for all volunteers and those that help sponsor our work.  The coffee-stained card will be 
on the church bulletin board for everyone to see.  Go pat yourself on the back!  Good work! 
 
Mutton Award 
Each year Knox’s Inn Coordinators choose a volunteer to accept the coveted Mutton Award to recognize their 
volunteer contributions to the Inn.  This year’s winner is Anne MacQuarrie!  Anne has been Head Chef of her 
cooking team for more than 8 consecutive years.  Congratulations Anne and thanks from all of us. 
 
Fundraisers 
Two fundraisers start in July to help fund our Inn from the Cold work at Knox.  Under the direction of Gord MacRae, 
volunteers will sell ham & egg muffins, coffee, hot chocolate and water prior to and during the Stampede Parade, 
Friday, July 6.  Volunteers are needed as cashiers and servers.  Please contact Gord if you can help out. 
 
The second fundraiser will be ongoing.  Special cards are being developed to be included in your “special occasion” 
cards (birthdays, anniversary or Christmas cards).  These cards indicate that a donation has been made in their 
name to Inn from the Cold at Knox United Church.  An announcement will be made when these insert cards are 
available. 
 
Summer Plans 
As is our custom, we scale back our Inn from the Cold activities during the summer to give our volunteers a well-
deserved break.  However the need for our help doesn’t go away.  In fact we usually have more children with us 
during the summer. 
 
We will be offering 2 Inns during July and 2 in August.  If you can help out, please contact either Dave Smith or 
Dave MacKidd. 
 



  
 

 What’s Happening Ar ound the Knox B uilding  this Summer  
 

Around the Knox building this summer you will notice that the pews in the west entrance of the sanctuary have been 
exchanged for shorter ones. This is to accommodate movement of gear into and out of the sanctuary for concerts 
and special events. 

  

The rear balcony west lobby now has some comfortable chairs for parents to use when sitting with children during 
the service. There is a video monitor there as well on which the service in progress is transmitted.  
 

The wood-framed windows on the church building have been repaired and painted. The leaded glass in several 
windows is also being repaired. We will be applying for a Heritage Resource grant for some of these costs. 

  

New theatre style lights are being installed in the east and west balconies to light the front of the church and the 
performance stage. The cost of installation is covered by a private donation and funds derived from Ticketmaster 
sales for concerts. 
 

94 and Counting  
 

The annual congregational dinner to celebrate the countdown to 2013 for the 100th year of the church building is 
being held on Saturday, October 20 in the Theatre at 6:30. Tickets will go on sale in August. This year we are 
highlighting the music programs of Knox in the last 94 years. 
 
Calgary Presbytery Walks in Pride Parade  
 

On Sunday June 10th, about twenty enthusiastic 
people from the Knox, Deer Park, Scarboro, and 
Symons Valley congregations walked along Stephen 
Avenue in Calgary’s annual Pride Parade carrying 
banners, signs and making lots of noise. We chanted 
“Knox Rocks!!” along the way, and used tambourines, 
bells, and whistles to make our presence known and 
our message clear: “God is here for everyone”. We 
were very well received by the crowd, with people 
clapping and cheering us on. We also handed out a 
few hundred Knox bookmarks to interested 
spectators. Several Knox members jumped in along 
the route after the service as the parade made it’s 
way toward Olympic Plaza. Best of all, for once it 
didn’t rain on our parade! 
 

 

Nostalgia  
Submitted by:  William Brindley  

 

I still remember the night I danced on a Paris stage 
in front of a packed audience at a big theatre in the 
city centre.  Along with the three other men, they 
were all American, I was persuaded to go up on 
stage.  The star of the show asked us to dance in 
turn for a couple of minutes the same steps we had 
just watched the chorus perform. The orchestra 
struck up and each man danced, then the applause 
of the huge crowd.  I was number four and a bit 
scared but I spoke up loud and clear when asked 
my name and hometown, Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
– cheers!  Giving the dance my best effort, I won, 
due I believe to the strong voice of our fellow bus 
members.  Yes, I have photos if any of you have 
doubts!   

Two days and two countries later I was stopped in a 
shopping arcade by a tall gentleman in his late sixties 
from Houston, Texas.  He wanted to know if I was the 
fellow who won the dance competition in Paris the other 
night?  I said I was and then he complimented me very 
highly for a great show.  Turning serious he asked me if 
it had all been rehearsed beforehand, because it had 
been done so well.  I replied, “I didn’t know anything 
about this till just before going up onto the stage.”  He 
said this was his first visit to Europe since his army 
days during the war, and he was having a great time.  I 
thanked him warmly for his comments and he then 
went on his way.  “Who was that man?” Kay wanted to 
know.  I said casually, “Oh, just one of my fans.” 
 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Message f rom the Knox Board  
Submitted by:  Laverna Marchese  
 

The Summer Day  
  

Who made the world? 
Who made the swan, and the black bear? 
Who made the grasshopper? 
This grasshopper, I mean__ 
the one who has flung herself out of the grass, 
the one who is eating sugar out of my hand, 
who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and down__ 
who is gazing around with her enormous and complicated eyes. 
Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly washes her face. 
Now when snaps her wings open, and floats away. 
I don't know exactly what a prayer is. 
I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down  
into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass, 
how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields, 
which is what I have been doing all day. 
Tell me, what else should I have done? 
Doesn't everything die at last, and too soon? 
Tell me, what is it you plan to do  
with your one wild and precious life? 

 �

 - Mary Oliver 

 

 

Knox Centre – Summer Reading List and Fall Look  Ahead  
Submitted by: Don Smith  

 

Looking for something to read on those gorgeous hail-
ridden Calgary summer evenings? Well, the “Big Three” 
(Jack Spong, Marcus Borg and Dom Crossan) all have 
recent bestselling books out in the last six months. 
Spong has written an amazing book for those who are 
attracted to deep spirituality and the human Jesus but 
who are “turned off” by the failings and foibles of 
organized religion entitled “Jesus for the non-Religious”. 
Marcus Borg’s “Jesus” paints a deeply inspiring portrait 
of the revolutionary mystical Jesus who appeals to so 
many of us. Finally, Dom Crossan continues his theme 
of challenging us to choose between the Empire of 
Caesar (Bush?) and the Empire of God in his latest book 
“God and Empire”.  

 

In the Fall of 2007 Knox Centre will host its fourth Jesus 
Seminar on the Road on November 2nd and 3rd featuring 
Professors Steve Patterson and James Robinson – both 
of whom we requested and feel VERY privileged to have 
come! They will host five sessions on Christian Origins  

which broadly means describing how we got from 
Jesus to what we now know as the Christian Church. 
An intriguing story - with many twists and turns to be 
sure – don’t miss it! 

 

In addition, Drew is planning to launch a discussion 
series for Christian seekers entitled “Living the 
Questions” – a progressive alternative to the popular 
(but conservative!) Alpha program. Expect no dogmatic 
answers here! 
 

The Theatre Collective is working on two productions, 
hopefully one each for the Fall and Spring, and the 
Writer’s Circle will be having its second Reader’s Café 
night in October. 

 

There will also be a full slate of book, video, and Bible 
studies along with new and exciting Labyrinth events. 
Watch for the Knox Centre brochure in early September 
or check the Knox website for all the details! Have a 
great summer! 
 

Knox Choir Performs at Outfest  
Submitted by:  Dennis Ruf  

 

The organizing committee for Outfest (a celebration of gay and lesbian life through athletic and cultural events) 
learned that Knox was about to announce its intention to become an affirming congregation. As a result, our own 
Knox Choir was invited to participate in a concert at the Martha Cohen Theatre on April 6 of this year along with a 
Calgary community choir and two gay choirs. Typically, the Knox choristers not only sang beautifully, but entertained 
their audience as well. Their first number was If We Only Have Love by Jacques Brel. This was followed by The Cat 
Came Back, punctuated with sound effects and humourous actions. Their final number We Are God’s People 
resulted in tumultuous applause from the audience as they left the stage. Our choir always does us proud. 



  
 

 
A Knox Trip ograhy – 2006 PEI Bicycle Tour  

Submitted by:  Cathy Bridges 
 

This past September Chuck Curry and Steven Eastes 
and Cathy & Derek Bridges embarked on their 4th 
annual cycling adventure together, this time to 
beautiful Prince Edward Island.  Derek & Chuck 
carefully dismantled and boxed the bikes, which would 
be traveling by air with us.  Since we would be carrying 
all of our belongings on the bikes for the whole trip, 
each of us was faced with the dilemma of what was 
really essential for the 18 day journey - including 
carrying tools and extra tire tubes (and one blow 
dryer!). We landed in Charlottetown, reassembled the 
bikes, loaded on our panniers (bags) and set off on a 
wonderful adventure.  Some of the time we cycled 
through the bush and along the bogs on the 
Confederation Trail, a former railway line converted to 
a bike path which crosses the whole island from tip to 
tip.  Other times we chose to travel on the highways 
and byways, enjoying the stunning pastoral scenery, 
sea cliffs and vistas for which the island is famous.  
Each route had its charms and we stopped along the 
way as the spirit moved us, visiting art galleries and 
craft shops, or just taking the opportunity to rest at the 
top of a hill and admire the view.   
 
We spent the first week touring the north shore and 
east side of the Island as far as St. Peter’s Bay and 
Georgetown and then returned for a weekend in 
Charlottetown.  We gave our backsides a rest, 
exploring on foot the old neighbourhoods with their 
stately historic homes, enormous old trees and 
marvelous views of the harbour. We also had an 
opportunity to take in the Annual Shellfish Festival. We 
found ourselves caught up in cheering on the 
contestants of the oyster shucking competition and 
tasted the results of the seafood chowder competition, 
which was won by a Calgary Chef!  And we tapped our 
feet to the fiddle music of Stephanie Cadman.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then it was time to get back on the bikes – this time 
heading west.  Our first stop was the picturesque 
seaside village of Victoria.  We spent a perfect, idyllic 
fall day there, watching the lobster fishermen bringing 
in their catch, visiting the craft shops, the candle shop 
and the chocolate factory and just reading in the 
garden at our Inn.   
�

As the afternoon waned, we packed up a bottle of wine 
and walked to the wharf for a picnic supper of fresh-
caught fish & chips.  Life just doesn’t get any better 
than that! 
 
We continued on to the City of Summerside and then 
north to Tyne Valley where we stayed at the former 
home of the local country doctor. This rustic old two 
storey house has been converted to a Bed & Breakfast 
aptly named the Doctor’s Inn.  It is now owned and 
operated by a couple who also tend a huge organic 
vegetable garden at the rear of the property. Here we 
enjoyed a beautiful dinner with the most wonderful and 
varied vegetables we had ever tasted!     
 
As we began to work our way back to Charlottetown, 
we continued to overnight in lovingly restored old 
houses converted to B & B’s.  Steven and Derek had 
long dreamed of eating fresh Malpeque Bay oysters 
and we cycled about 30 km to buy some of the newly 
harvested oysters.  Undaunted by the fact that the 
smallest box sold by the distributor contained 100 
oysters, Steven and Derek tied a box to one of the 
bikes and consumed them all over the next few days!! 
Although they generously offered to share them, raw 
oysters did not exactly appeal to all of us.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We could tell that we’ve put a lot of miles on our trusty 
bicycles, because we did have a few more mechanical 
problems this year, including flat tires and broken 
spokes, and in Chuck’s case, a back rack that broke 
away completely, leaving his bags dragging on the 
road. But none of it slowed us down for long. We rode a 
total of 680 km over hill and dale (It is hilly in PEI.) and 
we all agreed that it was one of our best cycling 
holidays ever! 
 
Some of the Highlights: 
·  The wonderful hospitality of the Islanders; 
·  Our beautiful Bed and Breakfast Inns; 
·  The seafood – mussels, oysters, chowders, fish & 

chips and lobster! 
·  A Jacuzzi tub after a long day on the bike; 
·  Being together – enjoying each other’s company; 
·  Being free on the bike – just riding along 
�

 

 



  
 

  

Knox Centre Theatre Collective  
Invitation to Participate  

 

The Knox Centre Theatre Collective would like to invite 
anyone from, or connected to, the GLBT community to 
share their experiences in life at Knox. We will meet in 
small groups to talk, share and grow together. The 
information gathered will then be turned into a 
performance piece using stories and common themes.  
Stories will only be used if they are submitted via email 
kctc@nucleus.com or on paper to Helen Young or Wade 
Wiley.  Otherwise, the general theme of the discussion 
will be adapted for the performance piece.  Your 
confidence and trust is extremely important to us!  
Several dates will be made available  

at various locations and will be communicated in the 
church bulletin in the very near future for your 
information and participation.  This will be the first 
round of gatherings, with more planned in the fall for 
clarification and/or addition of new stories or themes 
that could be incorporated into the production.  The 
production will serve as a fund raiser for the Affirming 
Committee which will enhance that ministry and enable 
us to reach out to the GLBT community in new and 
unique ways.  Please feel free to speak with Helen or 
Wade for more information, or contact us via email at 
kctc@nucleus.com or wade.wiley@shaw.ca. 

Big Thanks to Knox from Knox Theatre Collective  

 

The Knox Centre Theatre Collective would like to send out a big Thank You to everyone who came out to our 
latest show What Mary Said, written by Sharon Montgomery. The show was a wonderful success and we could 
not have done it without all of you. 

 

The Collective raised over $900 which will be used for theatre lighting for the lower theatre. The new lights will 
allow the company to be more creative with lighting for shows and café nights and can be used for rentals for the 
lower theatre. 

 

KCTC is already getting ready for the Fall Season which will include a Café Night in October and a new show for 
November. Stay tuned for more details in the fall! There are also plans for Acting Workshops for the fall so if any 
of you are interested please let us know. These will be for adults and teens, details to follow. 

 

I would like to take a moment to thank the cast and crew for all the hard work and long hours that went into getting 
the show on its feet. Mounting a play requires teamwork and this team was a delight to work with! Bravo to you 
all!! 

 

Helen Young, Artistic Director,  
Knox Centre Theatre Collective 
kctc@nucleus.com 

Acting Works hop  
 

This beginner level workshop is designed for new actors or anyone wanting to keep their craft fresh. The sessions 
will include acting exercises, improvisation, theatre games and work on monologues. The workshop will be twice a 
month on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays from 7 to 9 pm starting in September. It is up to the individual to search out 
and bring monologues to work on but I will help in whatever way I can. All classes will be lead by Helen Young and 
open to anyone interested.  
 
When:      2nd & 4th Wednesdays of each month 7-9 pm (Sept, Oct, Nov) 
 
Where:    The lower theatre at Knox United Church 506-4th St. SW 
 
Contact:  Helen Young @ kctc@nucleus.com or 281-7065 to sign up. 
 
These workshops are open to adults and teens aged 16 and up. As long as you are willing to work you are 
welcome. Workshops will begin in September for 3 months (6 classes). 
 
Note: You must register before hand and commit to the full six classes to attend 
 
Helen Young , Artistic Director, Knox Centre Theatr e Collective 
 



  
 A History of Operation Eyesight at Knox United Chur ch 

 

In the early 1960’s, around 1963 or 1964, Jean Reid, 
President of Knox United Church’s, United Church 
Women, heard about Art Jenkyns and his newly formed 
organization, Operation Eyesight. Operation Eyesight 
was dedicated to universal funding and sending doctors 
to India to do cataract surgeries and provide eye health 
education and glasses as needed to people suffering 
from eye infections caused by a parasite in their river 
water.  Mr. Jenkyns was invited to speak at the UCW 
group, after which they generously included Operation 
Eyesight in their list of mission and outreach charities.  

 

The donations were continued until the UCW folded and 
the women involved in its work began serving on the 
regular committees and boards of Knox United Church.  
Meanwhile, the Business Women’s Group of the UCW 
continued to meet as an independent social group within 
Knox, and they continued to donate to Operation 
Eyesight for several more years.   

 

When Jean chaired the Outreach Committee of Knox in 
the 1970’s, Operation Eyesight was included as one of 
the local outreach projects because although its work 
was overseas, its founding and operating organization 
were still in Calgary.  Toward the end of the 1970’s, 
under new leadership, the Outreach Committee 
narrowed its support for local outreach to strictly local 
charities and dropped its support of Operation Eyesight.   

 

Enter Knox’s own Orval Gillespie, in the early 1980’s, he 
began to collect bottles and cans for recycling for his 
hiking club, which turned the proceeds over to Operation 
Eyesight.  Later Orval brought the idea to Knox and he 
collected our recyclables at Knox Church and continued 
to donate the proceeds to Operation Eyesight.   

 

Many members of the church community saw this as a 
worthwhile project and brought recyclable bottles and 
cans for collection by Orval. 
 

He carried on with this project for many years, 
doing all the collecting, recycling and delivering of 
the money.  He was known at the office of 
Operation Eyesight as the “Fifty Dollar Man” 
because he usually took the money in when he had 
accumulated $50 or more. 

 

In the late 1990’s or early 2000’s, Michael White 
saw Operation Eyesight and the collection of 
recyclable bottles and cans as a great opportunity 
to contribute to the Outreach of Knox United 
Church and he brought his own and others from his 
apartment building, Prince’s Island Place, to the 
church for Orval.  Around this time Orval began to 
find the recycling job was too much for him so Jean 
Reid again came forward to take on the continuing 
project of recycling for Operation Eyesight.  Then 
Michael White decided to organize his whole 
apartment residence to save their bottles and cans 
for this project, and enlisted the help of Gord 
McRae to collect them and recycle them for us.   

 

It has become so big a job now that Jean, Gord, 
and Michael with help from Ron Matthews are all 
involved in it on behalf of the present Outreach 
Committee of Knox United Church for Calgary’s 
own Operation Eyesight Universal.  We also now 
recycle the empties from all of the different events 
that take place at Knox as well as from those who 
contribute their own bottles and cans to the project 
by bringing them from home or office.   

 

This year so far we have contributed over $800 to 
Operation Eyesight on behalf of Knox United 
Church Outreach Committee.  Thank you to all who 
contribute and a posthumous thanks to Orval 
Gillespie for being the bridge between the origin of 
the idea and what it has become today.  
 

Healing Touch  
Submitted by: Elizabeth Campbell 

 

Personal Reflections by Gladys Walters 

 

In January of this year I was scheduled for bone surgery on my right foot.  There had been an ongoing problem for 
many years which made walking increasingly painful. The day before surgery I was privileged to receive a Healing 
Touch treatment from one of the members of the group. Some of the expected benefits of having Healing Touch 
before surgery are a reduction of anxiety, bringing a sense of calmness and a positive outlook.  I remember feeling 
lighter and calmer. The surgery took about an hour under general anesthesia and then I was sent home. In the 
following two weeks I had several HT treatments, and I believe these were an important part of my rapid recovery.  
I had very little pain and my foot healed more quickly than the doctor predicted: he said I would be walking in six 
weeks, but I was able to walk in two weeks, with medical shoes.  I feel that I was blessed to have received the 
loving care and support of the Healing Touch group, and by telling my story I hope to let others know how much 
Healing Touch can help them. --- Gladys Walters 

    

The Healing Touch group had its last scheduled session on June 14.  We will begin again in September 6 with our 
group meeting and will be offering treatments on September 13. If a situation arises when someone really needs 
attention, contact one of the group at church, or call me at 253-4969.    Watch for the Fall Newsletter when we are 
planning for an article called a “Healing Touch 101”. We thought of calling it “Healing Touch for Dummies”, but that 
didn’t seem entirely appropriate!  This will be a rundown on what it is, how it works, what to expect during a 
treatment etc. So stay tuned for that. We wish everyone a happy, healthy, invigorating summer.  



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  

Mission and Outreach Committee Update  
Submitted:  Pat Desaulniers  

 

In May, Knox received a certificate of appreciation from 
Alberta and Northwest Conference for our support of the 
Mission and Service Fund in keeping "its support of our 
congregations vital and its outreach visionary." 

 

The latest issue of Mandate, the United Church of Canada's 
Mission Magazine, has arrived and introduces the first year of 
the new mission theme:  Challenging Empire, a Call to 
Community.  Empire is described as the complex systems of 
domination at work in the world.  The mission theme has two 
components:  understanding the impact of Empire on our 
world, and lifting up hope-filled alternatives to Empire.  
Copies are available at the M&O table. 

 

The Easter Offering brought in $1,418 which was designated 
for the Canadian Landmine Foundation and its Adopt-A-
Minefield partners for landmine clearing projects and 
assistance of landmine victims.  100% of donations are used 
to fund landmine clearing projects.   

  

Two Presbytery initiatives continue.  Habitat for Humanity 
hosts a Presbytery-wide Habitat Day once a month.  On June 
12th we had more representatives from Knox than ever and 
we hope this trend will continue.  Upcoming dates are July 
12th, August 10th, and Sept. 4th.  Thanks to our coordinator 
Jason Semeniuk and to all who have helped. 
 

The other initiative has been the Interfaith Blood 
Donation Campaign.  The supply of blood and blood 
products to patients in hospitals depends on the 
voluntary donations made by healthy people.  We are 
asked to "make blood donation a regular part of (our) 
life - the blood system belongs to all of us."  

 

Each month Knox donates money from recycled 
bottles and juice cans to Operation Eyesight.  Thanks 
to all who donate and special thanks to Michael White, 
Gord McRae and Jean Reid for collecting and 
delivering the bottles to the depot. This year $700 has 
been donated to Operation Eyesight!  An update from 
Operation Eyesight on the drilling of water wells 
advised us that our Thanksgiving Offering in memory 
of Orval Gillespie would be used to drill wells in the 
Narok district of Kenya.  On Feb. 20, 2007, a drilling 
rig struck a reservoir of potable water.  This is the first 
of 51 needed in that district.  Access to clean water is 
the most important component in the treatment and 
prevention of trachoma, a leading cause of blindness.
  

Sandwich Sunday, the last Sunday of the month, is an 
on-going tradition at Knox.  The Calgary Drop-In & 
Rehab Centre has sent a letter of appreciation which 
you can read at the M&O table. 
 

These are a few of the good things happening here a t Knox.  Thank you!  

A Special Occasion!  

 

The month of August will be a busy time for Joan and Allan Thomson.  On August 22nd they will celebrate their 65th 
Wedding Anniversary and a special cake will be served at community time after Church on August 19th.  Along with 
their anniversary in August they have 2 granddaughters being married, Erin on August 25th and Kim on September 1st. 
Their son Robert will be home from Paris for these occasions along with his daughter from Toronto and son from 
Vancouver. 

Congratulations to  a New Doctor of Musical Arts  
Submitted by: Inger Iwaasa  

 

Sitting through a convocation where  hundreds of students cross the stage to receive their degrees is not the most 
stimulating way of spending a brilliantly sunny afternoon in Vancouver.  It is nevertheless worthwhile when one of those 
students happens to be your daughter and the degree happens to be a doctorate.  Thus on May 23, Rachel Iwaasa was 
one of seven candidates to be awarded a "Doctor of Musical Arts" (aka "DMC"). 

 

Two of these candidates were women; two were pianists, two were composers and three were players of orchestral 
instruments.  (These last three were accompanied by short fanfares, each played by one member of the small orchestra 
on the stage behind them.)   

 

Much more stimulating had been the thesis defence (and the lecture-recital of the previous evening) that had taken 
place in mid December 2006.  There, flanked by eleven jurors and a chairperson Rachel had fielded questions.  I was 
nervous on her behalf but began to relax as it became apparent that Rachel was relaxed and animated. For her it was 
an opportunity to discuss ideas that had been dominating her life for more than five years. The event was brought to a 
conclusion when the audience was invited to submit questions.  My sister, Eva, her husband Jim and I did.  Then 
audience and Rachel were ushered into a nearby room to await the verdict.  After about an hour we were invited back in 
and Rachel was told that she had passed with a "category one", which meant that she was not required to do any 
rewriting. 

 

A number of "firsts" occurred that day.  One of the jurors (her teacher) later told Rachel that although she knew that 
category one existed, in her twenty years of sitting on juries, this was the first time she had actually witnessed one being 
awarded.  As well, unanimity among jurors was rare.  And audiences have never been know to submit questions. It has 
been a long journey for Rachel, taking her from Calgary to Victoria, Berlin, Indiana and finally to Vancouver.  The next 
step will be the usual one:  find a job. 



  
 

 
$18 to $22 per Pay  

Submitted by:  Grant Dawson 
 

That is the estimate as to how United Church 
congregations, including Knox, will be paying per pay for 
three staff members when the new United Church 
Pastoral Charge Payroll Service begins. This concept 
was approved at the last General Council and will come 
into effect throughout the church later this year. This 
monthly fee, of course, does not include the set-up costs 
already incurred by the church. I believe this is one of the 
most unnecessary and financially wasteful ideas the 
United Church has as yet imagined.  
 
The reasoning behind this change in procedure is that 
some pastoral charges are not handling payroll well, and 
indeed some clergy are not receiving cheques on time or 
for the proper amounts. This does happen, and I am 
concerned about those congregations who are not able to 
deal with finances effectively and the consequences this 
has upon their staff. However, what has been put in place 
to deal with these local situations is a national plan 
involving all congregations. Is this the best answer? I 
think not. The old Chinese proverb warns people not to 
use a butcher knife to kill a chicken. There are easier 
ways. 
 
In the United Church, it is presbytery that has direct 
pastoral oversight of the charges within its bounds. If 
there are problems, it is the mandate and duty of 
presbyteries to take action and provide whatever support 
is necessary, even drawing upon conference resources if 
they are needed.  Instead of employing this easy and 
relatively inexpensive solution, however, we have the 
entire church paying a premium so that local issues can 

be handled from Toronto rather than on a case–by–case 
basis by those who know the situations the best. 
 

If, as some maintain, presbyteries are not able to handle 
this, then what is needed is not a national payroll plan, 
but rather a reworking of the structure and resources of 
the church so that local bodies have the staff and the 
funding they need to deal effectively with all areas under 
their jurisdiction. Indeed figures released at the last 
General Council stated that almost 44% of ministers 
reported often feeling lonely, and almost 60% said there 
were few people in whom they could trust or confide. 
This reflects a greater malaise in the church that 
demands more extensive local support. 
 

Nor will the new payroll plan be a great time–saver for 
local treasurers. Figures will still need to be entered, and 
then sent off to Toronto so the proper amounts can be 
deposited in our bank accounts. And if problems arise 
with these cheques, this will mean adding a third and 
distant party to the problem–solving process. 
 

Micromanagement by those in distant head offices is the 
dark underside of our new world–wide connectedness. 
However, it must not be forgotten that although we have 
the ability to control everything from central locations, 
small local solutions are still often the best, and personal 
contact is still, I would hope especially in the church, 
most important. 
 

And that is my rant for this newsletter. But as I am going 
on sabbatical soon, I will leave you to do any further 
worry on this issue for me. 

 
Finding Knox  

Submitted by: Grant Dawson  

 

Here are some answers you can seek out around Knox during the summer. There are all found in quite accessible 
places around the building. 
1. At what direct number can you reach our Building Operators? 
2. Which minister has material pasted on the outside of his office door? 
3. Who was the “Grand Old Man of Knox Church”? 
4. Where is there an “Operating Theatre” at Knox? 
5. Where is the Good Shepherd window? 
6. If you are 20 years old, what is your ideal heart rate? 
7. What washroom is, according to its sign, not a washroom? 
8. Where and when do the Knox Nooners meet? 
9. Where is the control panel for our fire alarm system? 
10. Where is the quilt made by the Over Sixties Group? 

Answers to the Finding Knox Puzzle 
1. 510-8743.  2. Drew Strickland.  3. Colonel James Walker.  4. According to the sign, in the room with the washing machines and building supplies 
past the gymnasium.  5. In the southeast stairway at the back of the sanctuary.  6. 25 – 30 bpm.  7. The “Ladies Cloak Room” downstairs.  8. In the 
Harris Room, Monday to Friday at noon.  9. In the Fourth Street entranceway. 10. In the lower hallway outside the parlour. 

All in Our Family  is regrettably missing this issue.  Doreen Kempt our baptism, wedding, and congratulation record 
keeper as well as Knox historian extraordinaire is recovering from a recent injury and we wish her a speedy recovery. 
Doreen will hopefully be back with us in the fall where we will do a catch up article.   We miss you Doreen and we need 
you back!  Get better soon! 


